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Electric arc  

• High-Pressure Arc : Present in blast type CBs, 

great heat and deposits solid particles 

• Vacuum Arc : limited and of short duration , 

no deposition of by-products  
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Contact Architecture  

• Contacts haǀe to ǁithstand the arc’s heat  
• They also need to have good conduction 

properties. 

• Tungsten alloys have good resistance-to-arc 

properties but less conductivity  

• Copper and silver have great conductivity but 

relatively poor resistance-to-arc properties  
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Sliding Contacts 

• Arcing contacts made of tungsten 

• Main (Current carrying) contacts silver plated 

copper 

• Sliding wipes off deposits 

• Flexible structure made of fingers 





Comparison of Circuit Breakers 


